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Fireworks Safety Tips:
Only light one device at a time and maintain a safe distance after lighting.
Never ignite devices in a container. Do not try to re-light or handle
malfunctioning fireworks. Soak both spent and unused fireworks in
water for a few hours before discarding.
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Skunk Tests Positive for Rabies in Powder River County
Helena, Mont.– On Thursday, June 3rd, the Montana Department of Livestock (MDOL) received
confirmation of a second terrestrial (non-bat) rabies case in the state in 2021. A rabies infected skunk
was captured in Powder River County. One dog was exposed to the rabid skunk and is being managed
for exposure to rabies.
In response to the rabies diagnosis, MDOL has issued a 60-day county quarantine for dogs, cats and
ferrets in Powder River County that are not currently vaccinated for rabies (MCA Title 81, Chapters 2
and 20). The quarantine is in effect from Thursday, June 3rd, to Monday, August 2nd. Animals past-due
for a rabies booster, animals that are not 28 days past their first rabies vaccine, and animals that have
never been vaccinated are subject to the quarantine. The purpose of the quarantine is to reduce the risk
of further disease spread in case the rabid skunk had contact with other animals in the county.
Rabies is a fatal viral disease that is spread through the saliva of an infected animal. The virus can
infect any mammal, including people. However, it is virtually 100% preventable in domestic animals
through the administration of the rabies vaccine.
“Rabies vaccines not only protect the health of an individual animal, they also protect the health of
animal owners and other animals,” says Dr. Anna Forseth with the Department of Livestock.
“Vaccination is a low-cost, safe, and effective tool that we encourage all pet owners to pursue.
”Rabies vaccines are available for dogs, cats, and ferrets, and most livestock species. Livestock owners
of animals of substantial financial value or animals that have frequent contact with the public should
consider vaccinating their animals. Non-vaccinated animals that are exposed to rabid or suspected
rabid animals may be subject to long-term quarantine, an expensive and labor-intensive process.
”Rabies vaccines are available for dogs, cats, and ferrets, and most livestock species. Livestock owners
of animals of substantial financial value or animals that have frequent contact with the public should
consider vaccinating their animals. Non-vaccinated animals that are exposed to rabid or suspected
rabid animals may be subject to long-term quarantine, an expensive and labor-intensive process.
The most common animals infected with rabies in Montana are bats, but cases involving terrestrial
species do occur. The last documented cases of terrestrial (non-bat) rabies in Powder River County was
in 2013. Contact between a pet and a wild animal, including skunks and bats, should be reported to a
local veterinarian or the MDOL to ensure potential rabies exposures are assessed for risk and managed
accordingly.
To protect yourself, your family, and pets against rabies:
• Keep pets currently vaccinated for rabies.
• Keep garbage in tight containers to avoid attracting animals.
• Stay away from domestic animals that act aggressive and wild animals that seem unafraid.
• Avoid night animals, like raccoons, that are active during the day.
• Contact your local animal control agency if you see an animal behaving suspiciously.
If you or someone you know is bitten by an animal, wash the wound immediately with soap and water,
consult a doctor right away, and call your local public health department to report the bite.
The mission of the Montana Department of Livestock is to control and eradicate animal diseases, prevent the transmission of animal diseases to humans, and to protect the livestock industry from theft and
predatory animals. For more information on the MDOL, visit www.liv.mt.gov
For more information or questions contact:
Dr. Anna Forseth, MT Dept. of Livestock, (406) 444-2939, anna.forseth@mt.gov
Dr. Tahnee Szymanski, MT Dept. of Livestock, (406) 444-5214, tszymanski@mt.gov

Powder River - Broadus, MT News
Powder River had a confirmed rabid skunk. We are now under a quarantine for 60 days. Residents are
encouraged to get their pets vaccinated to prevent exposure.
We have also had reports of a lot of snakes being found near living space. They are coming in for
water. Be safe when working in the yard. Get your pets vaccinated.

Snake Bite first aid links: https://www.adventuremedicalkits.com/blog/2011/02/ask-the-doc-whats-thebest-way-to-treat-a-rattle-snake-bite/ and https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/snakes/symptoms.html

$40 million settlement announced in North Carolina case against
e-cigarette giant Juul
Virginia Bridges

Mon, June 28, 2021, 8:20 AM·4 min read

State attorneys announced a settlement agreement Monday morning that subjects ecigarette giant Juul Labs to pay $40 million and forces it to change how it does business in
North Carolina.
“For years, Juul targeted young people, including teens, with its highly addictive ecigarette,” North Carolina Attorney General Josh Stein said in a statement. “It lit the spark
and fanned the flames of a vaping epidemic among our children — one that you can see in
any high school in North Carolina.”
The settlement resolves the litigation. The money will be used to help teens who are
addicted to Juul products, as well as preventive programs.
In the lawsuit, the first filed by a state, Stein accuses Juul Labs Inc, which at one time had
75% of the e-cigarette market, of unlawfully marketing and selling its products to youth.
The lawsuit contends that Juul used a sleek device and sweet flavors that deliver a
substance that is highly addictive and sold products to them online and reversed a historic
decline in teen use.
Attorneys for Juul, a Washington D.C.-based company, have argued the company’s
products provide a health benefit since it is a safer alternative than cigarettes.
Andrew McGann, an attorney for Juul, said the settlement is consistent with the company’s
ongoing concerns to address concerns about youth use.
Attorneys have argued that their advertising targeted ages 24 to 35 and that the state’s
lawsuit is counterproductive to public health goals.
Read more about this settlement at $40 million settlement announced in North Carolina case against ecigarette giant Juul (yahoo.com)

How to Control Bothersome Insects Naturally
Grasshoppers, Ticks and Mosquitoes

Natural Grasshopper Control
There’s nothing worse…

You’ve cultivated an amazing garden, full of lush greens and veggies, only to have it relentlessly attacked by grasshoppers. Unlike many garden pests, which focus on one type of
plant, grasshoppers aren’t too picky and can obliterate most of the plants you’ve spent all
season growing.
In this guide, you’ll learn many different ways to prevent, control, and kill grasshoppers, even
if they’ve already infested your garden.

How to Repel Ticks Naturally
Keep your family and pets tick-free without the use of chemical-laden commercial repellents.
Here's how to repel ticks naturally

Use Essential Oils
Many fragrances that smell wonderful to humans are highly repellent to ticks. Lavender, peppermint, citronella, lemongrass, cedar, rose geranium and citrus have all been shown to keep
ticks away. So, buy soaps and shampoos that are naturally fragranced with these ingredients.
Then, purchase essential oils (try Plant Therapy's Insect Shield Synergy Blend or Rose Geranium oil), and make your bug repellent. Just start with a carrier oil like sweet almond oil or olive oil, and add 12 drops of essential oil per fluid ounce to create a natural repellent that you
can spray or rub into your skin.
Warning
Essential oils need to be diluted before they're applied to the skin, so don't skip the step of
mixing them with a carrier oil. You should also check with a vet before using essential oils on
your pets.
For more information how to repel ticks click here.

Natural Mosquito Repellents
People are usually prone to mosquito bites due to a combination of scent, light, heat, and
humidity. If you’re a mosquito magnet, you’re probably tired of having itchy, bumpy skin.
Different species of mosquitoes — like the ones that carry malaria — prefer bacteria and
sweat. Others are attracted to carbon dioxide and certain hand odors.
Whichever species you encounter, you can protect yourself without having to use a DEETbased chemical repellent. DEET products have the potential to cause health and environmental problems. You might choose to avoid using these products unless you’re visiting
places that have a high risk for mosquito-borne diseases like Zika. DEET is recommended
for people at risk for mosquito bites carrying any disease.
If you’re doing things like taking a hike, hanging out in your backyard, or taking a camping
trip, natural repellents might be a better option. This can be especially true for children, who
are more sensitive.
Read more about natural mosquito repellents by clicking here.

The start of summer is the perfect time to gather with family and friends for good food and fun times. This
year, celebrate the adoption of the Declaration of Independence in a safe way. Our July 4th safety tips
cover a few key summer safety topics to keep you and your family safe this Independence Day.

Sparkler and Fireworks Safety
More than 50,000 fires are caused by fireworks every year. Take the
proper precautions when operating fireworks.










Never disassemble or try to make your own fireworks.
Don't point sparklers, or fireworks at yourself or others, especially while they're being lit.
Only light fireworks on the ground and in areas that are dry and fire-resistant.
Don't attempt to ignite fireworks at the same time.
Never allow young children to handle fireworks or sparklers to prevent firework-related injuries.
Always keep a portable fire extinguisher close by. Also, keep a water hose or buckets of water nearby
to put out fires.
If fireworks malfunction, don't relight them! Douse and soak malfunctioning fireworks with water
then throw them away.
Resist the urge to bring your dog to a fireworks display. The safest place for them is at home where it's
familiar, quiet and not crowded.

Information found at https://www.adt.com/resources/4th-of-july-safety-tips
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Tobacco smoke is a common trigger for asthma and can increase current
symptoms.
In 2019, about 17% of Montana adults were current smokers.

Darlynn Williams, RN

You don't have to quit on your own. Talk to your doctor about possible
strategies- from the Montana Tobacco Quit Line to medications for
quitting.
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